
Environmental Assessment in B.C.

The British Columbia Environmental Assessment Office (BC EAO) oversees the environmental assessment 
process in British Columbia. The environmental assessment process provides a thorough evaluation of the 
potential effects and benefits that may occur over the life of a proposed project. The environmental 
assessment considers a range of potential effects, including environmental, economic, social, cultural, and 
health effects. 

Castle Project Regulatory Review

In April 2020, Teck submitted the initial project description and early engagement plan for the Castle Project 
to the EAO. The initial project description includes a conceptual footprint for the Project. This footprint does not 
represent the actual design nor the final plan for the Project. These details will be determined over the coming 
months, and will be informed by input received during this early engagement phase.

By submitting the initial project description and early engagement plan, Teck has initiated the early 
engagement phase of the environmental assessment process. During this time, there is an opportunity for 
communities, Indigenous nations, government agencies, and others to learn about the Project, engage directly 
with Teck and the EAO, and help identify potential interests and concerns early on. This step sets an important 
foundation for the development of the Castle Project. Feedback received will be considered in the next stages 
of planning, leading to a more robust and informed Project design. 

Impact Assessment Agency of Canada

Teck has also engaged the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada about the Project. Although our current 
understanding is that the Project does not meet the thresholds for assessment under the federal Impact 
Assessment Act, we will continue to engage with the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada until a formal 
determination is made. 
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The EAO's website provides more information 
about the provincial environmental assessment 
process. 
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The initial project description provides basic information about the proposed project and is intended to support 
discussion. It is written early in the design process so that feedback can help shape the Project.

This is the first formal opportunity for the public, Indigenous nations, and other parties to provide feedback to 
Teck and the EAO about the Project.

Feedback from the early engagement phase and results of scientific and engineering studies are considered in the 
next stages of planning and design. Teck will develop the detailed project description and submit it to the EAO.

The EAO will review the detailed project description to make a decision on whether the Project should proceed 
to a full environmental assessment, and will seek consensus with participating Indigenous nations. If the Project 
proceeds to an environmental assessment, the EAO will formalize the process requirements including the scope, 
methods of the assessment, and engagement program.

Teck will work with its expert consultants to conduct the environmental assessment. The assessment will identify 
potential effects and measures that Teck will take to avoid or reduce negative effects and support local benefits.  

The environmental assessment will be prepared as the Draft Application for an Environmental Assessment 
Certificate, and submitted to the EAO.

The public will be able to review and comment on the Draft Application. The EAO will also work with participating 
Indigenous Nations, a technical advisory committee, and a community advisory committee to review and 
comment. The EAO will then provide direction to Teck about how to revise or add to the Application. 

The EAO will consider the Application in terms of the potential effects on Indigenous nations and their constitutionally 
protected rights. The EAO will prepare an Assessment Report describing the potential effects of the Project and the legally 
binding conditions for development if the Application is approved. The Assessment Report and proposed conditions will be 
subject to a public comment period, and the EAO will seek consensus with participating Indigenous nations.  

The EAO will submit the Assessment Report and the agency’s recommendations to the provincial Ministers responsible 
for the Project. The Ministers will review the information, and will issue a decision on whether to proceed with the Project.   

After addressing comments, Teck will submit the Final Application for an Environmental Assessment Certificate. 
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